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“The Law is a mirror that reveals the inner man and 

shows us how dirty we are (James 1:22-25).” 
 

WARREN W. WIERSBE: THE BIBLE EXPOSITION COMMENTARY 







JEREMIAH 17:9 





“The hearts of natural men are 

exceedingly full of sin…The heart 

is a mere sink of sin, a fountain  

of corruption, where issue all 

manner of filthy streams...The 

souls of natural men are more vile 

and abominable than any reptile. 

If God should open a window in 

the heart so that we might look 

into it, it would be the most 

loathsome spectacle that ever 

was set before our eyes.”  

JONATHAN EDWARDS 
OCTOBER 5, 1703— 

MARCH 22, 1758 



If you think you are standing strong, be careful not to fall. The temptations 

in your life are no different from what others experience. And God is 

faithful. He will not allow the temptation to be more than you can stand. 

When you are tempted, he will show you a way out so that you can endure.  
 

I CORINTHIANS 10:12-13 (NLT) 



“Indeed, an honest and 

humble acknowledgment of 

the hopeless evil of our flesh, 

even after the new birth, is 

the first step to holiness. 

To speak quite plainly, some 

of us are not leading holy 

lives for the simple reason 

that we have too high an 

opinion of ourselves.” 
JOHN R. W. STOTT 

MEN MADE NEW 
©Inter-Varsity Press, 1966 [PG. 74] 



“We cannot stand to see people ‘putting themselves down’ and thinking of themselves 

as wretched creatures, and so we attempt to build their self-esteem.  We would not turn 

Paul to the cross for the solution to his problem; we would rebuke him for his poor self-

esteem, and put him in a class or program which made him feel good about himself.”  
 

BOB DEFFINBAUGH, Romans: The Righteousness of God ©1997 [pg. 201] 







O unhappy and pitiable and wretched man that I am!  Who will 

release and deliver me from [the shackles of] this body of death? 

ROMANS 7:24 (AMPLIFIED) 



FROM 

Oh, what a terrible predicament 

I’m in! Who will free me from my 

slavery to this deadly lower nature? 
 

ROMANS 7:24 (TLB) 

Thank God!  It has been done            

by Jesus Christ our Lord. 

He has set me free. 
 

ROMANS 7:25 (TLB) 

WRETCHED 

TO 

RIGHTEOUS 



But now we have been delivered from the law, having died to what we 

were held by, so that we should serve in the newness of the Spirit and 

not in the oldness of the letter. 

ROMANS 7:6 (NKJV) 



“We have preached condemnation and sin so long that we do not know how 

to preach righteousness and to tell the people what they are in Christ.” 
 

“You are the sons and daughters of God Almighty without condemnation. 

You will find mercy and grace to help in time of need.”  
 

“Righteousness gives you a standing in the presence of the Father 

identical with the standing of Jesus.” 
 

E. W. KENYON 

“Many people see salvation only as deliverance from judgment;  

they have not seen that salvation is also deliverance from self.”  
 

WATCHMAN NEE 

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT… 
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THE LETTER KILLS… 

II CORINTHIANS 3:6b 



…BUT 

II CORINTHIANS 3:6b 

THE 
SPIRIT 
GIVES 
LIFE! 





Once like a bird in prison I dwelt, 

No freedom from my sorrow I felt; 

 

 

 

 

Then Jesus came and listened to me, 

And glory to God He set me free! 
 

ALBERT E. BRUMLEY ©1939 BAXTER MUSIC 



“Justification by grace through faith is the theologian’s 

learned phrase for what Chesterton once called ‘the 
furious love of God.’    He is not moody  or capricious; 

He knows no seasons of change.  He has a single 

relentless stance toward us: He loves us.  He is the only 

God man has ever heard of who loves sinners. 

BRENNAN MANNING 



“False gods—the gods of human manufacturing—

despise sinners, but the Father of Jesus loves all, no 

matter what they do.  But of course this is almost too 

incredible for us to accept.  Nevertheless, the central 

affirmation of the Reformation stands: through no      

merit of ours, but by His mercy, we have been restored   

to a right relationship with God through the life, death, 

and resurrection of His beloved Son. 
 

“This is the Good News. This is ‘the gospel of grace’.” 



Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty 

(emancipation from bondage, freedom). And all of us, as with unveiled face, [because 

we] continued to behold [in the Word of God] as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are 

constantly being transfigured into His very own image in ever increasing splendor and 

from one degree of glory to another; [for this comes] from the Lord [Who is] the Spirit. 

II CORINTHIANS 3:17-18 

(AMPLIFIED) 



BEFORE 
REPENTANCE & FAITH 

IN JESUS CHRIST 
 

♦ Once Unclean 

♦ Once Dead to God 

♦ Once Guilty 

♦ Once Unrighteous 

♦ Once Captive to Satan 

AFTER 
REPENTANCE & FAITH 

IN JESUS CHRIST 
 

♦ Now Cleansed 

♦ Now Alive to God 

♦ Now Forgiven 

♦ Now Justified 

♦ Now Free 



TRI-PART NATURE OF MAN 

We are SPIRIT; we have a SOUL; we live in a BODY. 





THOUGHT 

Emotional Response 

Emotional State 

TRIGGERS 

DEVELOPS 

LEADS TO ACTIONS 

Example: Anger is often triggered 
by errors in thinking stemming from 
some unmet need or expectation or 
demand on oneself or on another. 

Sometimes we put on “masks” to 
hide our true thoughts / feelings. 

Sometimes holes open up 
with outbursts which seem 
unusual to others, but that 
reflect our true thoughts. 



ROMANS 8:6 



II CORINTHIANS 10:3-5 





“Whenever you see a Christian living the Christian life, 

you are witnessing a resurrection miracle!” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ZANE HODGES, The Death/Life Option 









And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies 

to God because of all he has done for you.  Let them be a living and 

holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable.  This is truly the way 

to worship him. 
 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world,  

but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you 

think.  Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good 

and pleasing and perfect. 
 

ROMANS 12:1-2 (NLT) 



“The Spirit leads into new life less by the way of thinking than 
by the way of feeling. ...It is in the heart, not in the head, that 
regeneration is wrought, and the way of feeling, the heart, the 

emotional or affectional life, is the Spirit’s way of approach to it.” 

WILLIAM NEWTON CLARKE 
An Outline of Christian Theology ©1898 



“Grace-driven effort is violent.  It is aggressive.  The person who under-

stands the gospel understands that, as a new creation, his spiritual nature is 

in opposition to sin now, and he seeks not just to weaken sin in his life but 

to outright destroy it.   Out of love for Jesus, he wants sin starved to death, 

and he will hunt and pursue the death of every sin in his heart until he has 

achieved success.   This is a very different pursuit than simply wanting to 

be good.   It is the result of having transferred one’s affections to Jesus.  

When God’s love takes hold of us, it powerfully pushes out our own love   

for other gods and frees our love to flow back to him in true worship.  

And when we love God, we obey him.   The moralist doesn’t operate that 

way.   While true obedience is a result of love, moralistic legalism assumes 

it works the other way around, that love results from obedience.”  
 

MATT CHANDLER, The Explicit Gospel, pgs. 217-218 






