


“If God gives such attention to the appearance of wild-

flowers—most of which are never even seen—don’t you 

think he’ll attend to you, take pride in you, do his best for 

you?  What I’m trying to do here is to get you to relax, to not 

be so preoccupied with getting, so you can respond to God’s 

giving.  People who don’t know God and the way he works fuss 

over these things, but you know both God and how he works.”  

MATTHEW 6:30-32 
(THE MESSAGE) 



MATTHEW 6:33-34 
(THE MESSAGE) 

  “Steep your life in God-reality, God-initiative, 

God-provisions.  Don’t worry about missing out.  

You’ll find all your everyday human concerns will be met. 

Give your entire attention to what God is doing right now, 

and don’t get worked up about what may or may not  

happen tomorrow.  God will help you deal with whatever 

hard things come up when the time comes.”  



So do not worry or be anxious about 

tomorrow, for tomorrow will have 

worries and anxieties of its own. 

Sufficient for each day is its own trouble. 

MATTHEW 6:34 
(AMPLIFIED) 



I’ll never forget the trouble, the utter lostness,     

the taste of ashes, the poison I’ve swallowed.  

I remember it all—oh, how well I remember—

the feeling of hitting the bottom.  But there’s one 

other thing I remember, and remembering, 

I keep a grip on hope: 

LAMENTATIONS 3:19-21 
(THE MESSAGE) 



GOD’s loyal love couldn’t have run out, his 

merciful love couldn’t have dried up.  They’re 

created new every morning.  How great your 

faithfulness!  I’m sticking with GOD (I say it over 

and over).  He’s all I’ve got left. 

LAMENTATIONS 3:22-24 
(THE MESSAGE) 



GOD proves to be good to the man who 

passionately waits, to the woman who 

diligently seeks.  It’s a good thing to quietly 

hope, quietly hope for help from GOD.  It’s a 

good thing when you’re young to stick it out 

through the hard times. 

LAMENTATIONS 3:25-27 
(THE MESSAGE) 



When life is heavy and hard to take, go off by 

yourself.  Enter the silence.  Bow in prayer. 

Don’t ask questions: Wait for hope to appear. 

Don’t run from trouble.  Take it full-face. 

The “worst” is never the worst. 

LAMENTATIONS 3:28-30 
(THE MESSAGE) 



Why? Because the Master won’t ever walk out and 

fail to return.  If he works severely, he also works 

tenderly.  His stockpiles of loyal love are immense. 

He takes no pleasure in making life hard, in 

throwing roadblocks in the way: 

LAMENTATIONS 3:31-33 
(THE MESSAGE) 



IT’S TIME TO LEAVE 

THE PRISON OF REGRET 





“Success is not final, 

failure is not fatal: 

it is the courage to  

continue that counts.” 

SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL 
(British Prime Minister 1940-1945; 1951-1955) 



IS NOT FINAL. 



We are “in process.” We haven’t run 

our last lap, yet.  There are more miles 

to go.  Whatever you do, DON’T STOP 

TO CONGRATULATE YOURSELF! 



“ Don’t look back. 

Something might  

be gaining             

on you.” 

SATCHEL PAIGE 
(Elected to Baseball Hall Of Fame in 1971) 



“  It is a mistake to look 

too far ahead.  Only    

one link in the chain     

of destiny can be 

handled at a time.” 

SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL 
(British Prime Minister 1940-1945; 1951-1955) 



“However beautiful 

the strategy, you 

should occasionally 

look at the results.” 

SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL 
(British Prime Minister 1940-1945; 1951-1955) 



His lord said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you 

were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many 

things.  Enter into the joy of your lord.” 
 

MATTHEW 25:21 (NKJV) 



IS NOT FATAL. 





“Forget about what’s happened; 

don’t keep going over old history. 

Be alert, be present.  I’m about to do 

something brand-new.  It’s bursting out! 

Don’t you see it? 

ISAIAH 43:18-19 
(THE MESSAGE) 





“Success consists of 

going from failure to 

failure without loss 

of enthusiasm.” 

SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL 
(British Prime Minister 1940-1945; 1951-1955) 



IT IS THE COURAGE 
TO CONTINUE 
THAT COUNTS. 



In the original language [Greek], this may be translated: 

“Follow—and keep following —Me.” 



JEREMIAH 29:11 







IF YOU DON’T 

LIKE THE WAY 

YOUR LIFE IS 

WORKING OUT… 

MAYBE IT’S TIME 

TO MOVE OUT OF 

THE DIRECTOR’S 

CHAIR. 








