
TO FEAR OR NOT TO FEAR: 

THAT IS THE QUESTION 

PART 8 



“  I do not recall another period when ‘faith’ was as popular as it is  

today. ‘ If only we believe hard enough, we’ll make it somehow.’’ 
So goes the popular chant.  What you believe is not important.  Only 

believe. . . .What is overlooked in all this is that faith is good only when  

it engages truth; when it is made to rest upon falsehood, it can and  

often does lead to eternal tragedy.  For it is not enough that we     

believe; we must believe the right thing about the right One.”  

A. W. TOZER 
1897-1963 



By mercy and love, truth and fidelity [to God and man— 

not by sacrificial offerings], iniquity is purged out of the 

heart, and by the reverent, worshipful fear of the Lord    

men depart from and avoid evil. 

PROVERBS 16:6 (AMPLIFIED) 







“ The fear of God is not the beginning of wisdom. 

The fear of God is the death of wisdom.  Skepticism 

and doubt lead to study and investigation, and 

investigation is the beginning of wisdom.” 

CLARENCE DARROW 
1857-1938 
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“ We have effectively pared the claws of the Lion 

of Judah and turned Him into a house pet.” 

DOROTHY SAYERS 



In an article in The Chicago Post entitled, “The Mush 
God” , Nicholas Von Hoffman describes the trivialized 

God as, “The God of peace at any price.  The god of 
broad-mindedness.  The god of non-offensiveness.  Here 
is the key God of western civilization today.  The mush 
god has no theology to speak of—being a cream-of- 
wheat divinity.  The mush god has no particular credo, no tenets of faith, nothing that 
would make it difficult for the believer and unbeliever alike to lower one’s head when 
the temporary chairman tells the Reverend Rabbi Father Mufti or so and so to lead us in 
an innocuous, harmless prayer. For this god of public occasions is not a jealous god.  
You can invoke him to start a hooker’s convention and he, she or it won’t be offended. 
Protector of the buddy system—the mush god is the lord of the secular ritual.  He is a 
serviceable god whose laws are not chiseled on tablets of stone but written on sand—
open to amendment, qualification and erasure.  This is the god who will compromise 
with you, make allowances, declare all wars holy and all peaces hallowed.”  

NICHOLAS VON HOFFMAN 





PSALM 27:1 





There is no fear in love [dread does not exist], but full-grown (complete, perfect) 

love turns fear out of doors and expels every trace of terror! For fear brings with 

it the thought of punishment, and [so] he who is afraid has not reached the full 

maturity of love [is not yet grown into love’s complete perfection]. 
 

I JOHN 4:18 (AMPLIFIED) 







We have defanged the tiger of truth.  We have tamed the lion. …The 

tragedy of modern faith is that we no longer are capable of being 

terrified.  I would like to suggest that the Church become a place of 

terror again; a place where God continually has to tell us, “Fear not”;  

a place where our relationship with God is not a simple belief or a 

doctrine or theology, it is God’s burning presence in our lives. …  

THE SAFETY OF FEAR 
 

“No one else dared join them, even though they 
were highly regarded by the people.” 

 

ACTS 5:13 (NIV) 

MIKE YACONELLI 



…I am suggesting that the tame God of relevance be replaced by 

the God whose very presence shatters our egos into dust, burns 

our sin into ashes, and strips us naked to reveal the real person 

within.  The Church needs to become a gloriously dangerous 

place where nothing is safe in God’s presence except us.  

Nothing—including our plans, our agendas, our priorities, our 

politics, our money, our security, our comfort, our possessions, 

our needs.  Our world is longing to see people whose God is    

big and holy and frightening and gentle and tender and ours; a 

God whose love frightens us into His strong and powerful arms  

where He longs to whisper those terrifying words, “  I love you.” 



“ But a man who has passed through the 

veil and looked even briefly upon the  

holy place of Isaiah’s God can never      

be irreverent again.” 

A. W. TOZER 
1897-1963 



“The fear of God is…astonished reverence. I believe 

that the reverential fear of God mixed with love and 

fascination and astonishment and admiration and 

devotion is the most enjoyable state and the most 

satisfying emotion the human soul can know.”  

A. W. TOZER 
1897-1963 



“  In reading the Scriptures I find a great moral power.  Therein am   

I made aware of two great forces for good in human experience:  

the ‘fear’ of God and the ‘grace’ of God.  Without the fear of God I 

should not stop at doing evil; the fear of God restrains from evil.  

Without the grace of God I should have no desire to approach 

positive goodness.  The one is a deterrent from evil; the other        

an encouragement to good.” 

JIM ELIOT 



In the reverent and worshipful  

fear of the Lord there is strong 

confidence, and His children shall 

always have a place of refuge. 

Reverent and worshipful fear of 

the Lord is a fountain of life, that 

one may avoid the snares of death. 

 
PROVERBS 14:26-27 (AMPLIFIED) 



Therefore, since we are receiving 

a kingdom which cannot be 

shaken, let us have grace, by 

which we may serve God 

acceptably with reverence and 

godly fear. For our God is a 

consuming fire. 
 

HEBREWS 12:28-29 (AMPLIFIED) 



“reverence” 
 

127. aidṓs; gen. aidoús. Modesty, an innate moral repugnance to a 

dishonorable act or fashion. Aidṓs is grief due to a personal sense of 

evil. Aidṓs finds its motive in itself. It implies reverence for the good as 

good, not merely as that to which honor and reputation are attached. 

Only in I Timothy 2:9; Hebrews 12:28, reverence, veneration. 

Synonym: entropḗ (1791), withdrawal into oneself, recoiling; aischúnē 

(152) is subjective confusion, a feeling of shame felt by oneself or by 

others; eulábeia (2124), reverence. Antonym: atimía (819), dishonor; 

aschēmosúnē (808), shame, indecency. 

SPIROS ZODHIATES 
1922-2009 



THE FEAR OF THE LORD 
Today the word “FEAR” is almost always viewed in a negative 

light. 

FEAR is typically associated with a negative experience like 

pending doom or punishment. 

The Hebrew word for fear is YARE  or YIRAH:  to stand in awe, 

fear; to recognize the power and position of a person revered 

and to render proper respect. {Proverbs 1:7—to understand 

who the Lord is and to develop a reverential fear of Him.} 
[from Nelson’s Expository Dictionary]  



THE FEAR OF THE LORD 
The Greek word for fear—Phobos (noun) and Phobeo (verb) 

—means flight or that which may cause flight [from 

Nelson’s Expository Dictionary]  

This word can also mean having a reverential fear of the Lord, 

as a controlling motive of life in spiritual and moral matters, 

not merely a “fear” of His power to punish for doing something 

wrong, but a heartfelt reluctance of displeasing God, which 

influences one’s actions and attitudes.  

In a nutshell: Not wanting to let God down. 



THE FEAR OF THE LORD 
Fearing the Lord means respecting Him, obeying Him, 

submitting to His discipline and worshipping Him in awe. 

Eugene Peterson: “ The fear of the Lord is a fear that pulls 
us out of our preoccupation with ourselves, our feelings, 
or our circumstances into a world of wonder.” 

Not dread but astonishment; not terror but reverence;   

not a “shaking-in-your-boots” panic, but an enraptured-

with-love fascination and devotion. 



THE FEAR OF THE LORD—BENEFITS 
We are deeply rooted in our relationship as sons and daughters 

of Abba Father (Romans 8:15) 

We are rooted in God’s perfect love (I John 4:18) 

The Fear of the Lord is rooted in our awe of Him (Psalm 19:1) 

The Fear of the Lord is rooted in our unity/oneness with Him 

(John 17:22) 

The Fear of the Lord is rooted in our profoundest appreciation 

and thankfulness to Him (Psalm 136:1) 



IMPACT OF THE FEAR OF THE LORD 
Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach   

you the fear of the LORD.  Who is the man who 

desires life, and loves many days, that he may 

see good?  Keep your tongue from evil, and 

your lips from speaking deceit. Depart from 

evil and do good; Seek peace and pursue it. 
 

PSALM 39:11-14 (NKJV) 



“And I say to you, My friends, do not be 

afraid of those who kill the body, and after 

that have no more that they can do.  But I 

will show you whom you should fear: Fear 

Him who, after He has killed, has power to 

cast into hell; yes, I say to you, fear Him!” 
 

LUKE 12:4-5 (NKJV) 



Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope 

fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of 

Jesus Christ; as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the 

former lusts, as in your ignorance; but as He who called you is holy, 

you also be holy in all your conduct, because it is written,  “Be holy,   
for I am holy.”  And if you call on the Father, who without partiality 

judges according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves throughout 

the time of your stay here in fear; knowing that you were not redeemed 

with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct 

received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood    

of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 
 

I PETER 1:13-19 (NKJV) 



Therefore we make it our aim, whether present 

or absent, to be well pleasing to Him.  
 For we 

must all appear before the judgment seat of 

Christ, that each one may receive the things 

done in the body, according to what he has 

done, whether good or bad.  Knowing, therefore, 

the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; … 
 

II CORINTHIANS 5:9-11a (NKJV) 



For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the 

truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain 

fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will 

devour the adversaries.  Anyone who has rejected Moses’ law dies 

without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.  Of how 

much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy 

who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the 

covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted  

the Spirit of grace?  For we know Him who said, “  Vengeance is Mine,  

I will repay,” says the Lord.  And again, “ The LORD will judge His 

people.”  It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 
 

HEBREWS 10:26-31 (NKJV) 



Therefore, my dear ones, as you have always obeyed [my suggestions], 

so now, not only [with the enthusiasm you would show] in my 

presence but much more because I am absent, work out (cultivate, 

carry out to the goal, and fully complete) your own salvation with 

reverence and awe and trembling (self-distrust, with serious caution, 

tenderness of conscience, watchfulness against temptation, timidly 

shrinking from whatever might offend God and discredit the name of 

Christ).  [Not in your own strength] for it is God Who is all the while 

effectually at work in you [energizing and creating in you the power 

and desire], both to will and to work for His good pleasure and 

satisfaction and delight. 
 

PHILIPPIANS 2:11-12 (AMPLIFIED) 




