
SPIRITUAL GIFTS: 

ARE THEY FOR TODAY? 

PART 7 



“  I do not recall another period when ‘faith’ was as popular as it is  

today. ‘ If only we believe hard enough, we’ll make it somehow.’’ 
So goes the popular chant.  What you believe is not important.  Only 

believe. . . .What is overlooked in all this is that faith is good only when  

it engages truth; when it is made to rest upon falsehood, it can and  

often does lead to eternal tragedy.  For it is not enough that we     

believe; we must believe the right thing about the right One.”  

A. W. TOZER 
1897-1963 





 

 

 
The Cessation or Continuation of Spiritual Gifts/Practice is NOT a 

doctrine about which believing Christians can agree to disagree without 

consequence.  If apostolic gifts still exist, they should be employed in the 

life of this—and every—church; if those gifts have ceased, they should 

not be practiced in this—or any—church.  Our stance impacts issues of 

guidance, the nature of the Holy Spirit’s ministry, what we do and don’t  

do in corporate worship, the role of our mind in communion with God,  

our interpretation of much of the New Testament, and much more. 

WE CANNOT CHECK “UNDECIDED” ON THIS MATTER. 



I CORINTHIANS 13:8-12 

(AMPLIFIED) 



8 Love never fails [never fades out or becomes obsolete or comes to an end].  As for 

prophecy (the gift of interpreting the divine will and purpose), it will be fulfilled and 

pass away; as for tongues, they will be destroyed and cease; as for knowledge, it will 

pass away [it will lose its value and be superseded by truth]. 
 

9 For our knowledge is fragmentary (incomplete and imperfect), and our prophecy (our 

teaching) is fragmentary (incomplete and imperfect). 
 

10 But when the complete and perfect (total) comes, the incomplete and imperfect will 

vanish away (become antiquated, void, and superseded). 
 

11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; 

now that I have become a man, I am done with childish ways and have put them aside. 
 

12 For now we are looking in a mirror that gives only a dim (blurred) reflection [of 

reality as in a riddle or enigma], but then [when perfection comes] we shall see in 

reality and face to face! Now I know in part (imperfectly), but then I shall know and 

understand fully and clearly, even in the same manner as I have been fully and clearly 

known and understood [by God]. 



8  Love never fails.  But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; 

whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, 

it will vanish away. 
 

9  For we know in part and we prophesy in part. 
 

10  But when  that which is perfect  has come, then that which is in part 

will be done away. 
I CORINTHIANS 13:8-10 (NKJV) 

 

“that which is perfect”  [Greek: to teleion ] = describes action that is progressive. 

The action was begun at the point of inception, continues in its proper course,  

and then it arrives at its destination.  This latter state is the idea of teleion. 

Teleion is the arrived at state, the state to which all anterior action looked, the 

goal to which all previous action was directed. Teleion is complete—or “the 

completed”—as opposed to “in part” or fragmentary. 



8  Love never fails.  But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; 

whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, 

it will vanish away. 
 

9  For we know in part and we prophesy in part. 
 

10  But when  that which is perfect  has come, then that which is in part 

will be done away. 
 

     THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST 
 

     THE CONSUMMATE KINGDOM OF GOD 
 

     THE COMPLETED REVELATION OF SCRIPTURE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

13:8-13 Gifts, in contrast to love, are partial, not complete (v. 9), they 

are temporal, not eternal (vv. 10-11), they communicate imperfect 

rather than perfect knowledge (v. 12). 
 

Everything in this age compared to the perfection of the new creation 

is at a child-stage, including all gifts. Rather than suggesting the 

demise of gifts during this age or at some early point in church 

history, this passage proves just the opposite. 
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13:10  That which is perfect refers to the completion of God’s purposes after 

the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 8:18-19). Some attribute this 

reference to the conclusion of the canon of the Scriptures. While the inspired 

Word of God was completed at the end of the first century, its completion did 

not signal an end to the continuing operation of the very powers it describes. 

Rather, the Word instructs us to welcome the Holy Spirit’s gifts and 

ministries in our lives, to round out our sufficiency for ministry to a needy 

world—through the Word preached and the Word confirmed. 
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 APOSTLESHIP 
 ENCOURAGEMENT 
 EVANGELISM 
 PASTORING 
 ASSISTING 
 LEADERSHIP 





 PROPHECY 
 TEACHING 
 KNOWLEDGE 
 WISDOM 
 DISCERNMENT 
 TONGUES/INTERPRETATION 





 GIVING 

 COMPASSION 

 MIRACLES 

 HEALING 

 FAITH 



*GIFTS IN ITALICS APPEAR IN MORE THAN ONE PASSAGE 



Cessationists interpret 1 Corinthians 13:8-10 to 
mean that when the Canon of Scripture was 

completed, all spiritual gifts ceased to function. 



Cessationists evaluation and critique of the 
Pentecostal/Charismatic interpretation of 

1 Corinthians 13:8-10. 
 

THIS IS NOT WHAT WE BELIEVE!! 



Cessationists evaluation and critique of the 
Pentecostal/Charismatic interpretation of 

1 Corinthians 13:8-10. 
 

THIS IS NOT WHAT WE BELIEVE!! 



Cessationists believe and practice a faith limited 
to an academic understanding of the Holy Bible. 

They believe we are living in a “Silent period 
without revelation”  except for illumination from 

the Holy Spirit regarding God’s written Word. 

THIS IS NOT WHAT WE BELIEVE!! 



The kingdom of God is not a realm of 

I CORINTHIANS 4:20 (THE VOICE) 

grandiose talk; it is a realm of power. 





There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is 

the source of them all.  There are different kinds of service, but  

we serve the same Lord.  God works in different ways, but it is   

the same God who does the work in all of us.  A spiritual gift is 

given to each of us so we can help each other.  
 

I CORINTHIANS 12:4-7 (NLT) 



15  And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every 

creature. 
16  He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe 

will be condemned. 
17  And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast 

out demons; they will speak with new tongues; 
18  they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no 

means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 
19  So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into 

heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. 
20  And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them 

and confirming the word through the accompanying signs. Amen. 
 

MARK 16:15-20 (NKJV) 


