
WHY “THE GOSPEL OF ME” 

MAKES US MISERABLE! 

PART 3 





MORALISTIC 

THERAPEUTIC 

DEISM 



1. A god exists who created and ordered the world 

and watches over human life on earth. 
 

2. God wants people to be good, nice, and fair to 

each other, as taught in the Bible and by most 

world religions. 
 

3. The central goal of life is to be happy and to feel 

good about oneself. 
 

4. God does not need to be particularly involved in 

one’s life except when God is needed to resolve a 

problem. 
 

5. Good people go to heaven when they die. 

ESSENTIAL TENETS OF 

MORALISTIC 

THERAPEUTIC DEISM 



“God is something like a 
combination Divine Butler and 
Cosmic Therapist: He is always 

on call, takes care of any 
problems that arise, 

professionally helps his people to 
feel better about themselves, and 
does not become too personally 

involved in the process.” 





The saying is sure and true and worthy of full and 

universal acceptance, that Christ Jesus (the Messiah) 

came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am 

foremost.  But I obtained mercy for the reason that in me, 

as the foremost [of sinners], Jesus Christ might show 

forth and display all His perfect long-suffering and 

patience for an example to [encourage] those who would 

thereafter believe on Him for [the gaining of] eternal life. 
 

I TIMOTHY 1:15-16 (AMPLIFIED) 





The 

Gospel 

of 

M 
E 



“If Jesus preached the same message 

ministers preach today, He would  

have never been crucified.” 

LEONARD RAVENHILL 



“Self-worth is one of man’s deepest needs. 

According to one of America’s great leaders, 

‘America doesn’t have a sin problem; it has      

a self-worth problem.’  ”… 

IMPACT MINISTRIES 

Huntsville, Alabama 



The Old Cross 
And 

the new 



“It is scarcely possible 
in most places to get 
anyone to attend a 

meeting where the only 
attraction is God.” 



TWO VIEWS 



“ The acid test of biblical God-centeredness—and faithfulness to the 

gospel—is this: Do you feel more loved because God makes much  

of you, or because, at the cost of his Son, he enables you to enjoy 

making much of him forever?  Does your happiness hang on seeing 

the cross of Christ as a witness to your worth, or as a way to enjoy 

God’s worth forever?  The sad thing is that a radically man-centered 

view of love permeates our culture and our churches.  We are willing 

to be God-centered, it seems, as long as God is man-centered.  ” 

JOHN PIPER 





“If we think the main mission of the church is  

to improve life in Adam and add a little moral 

strength to this fading evil age, we have not yet 

understood the radical condition for which 

Christ is such a radical solution.” 

 
“Regardless of the ‘official’ theology held on 

paper, moralistic preaching (the bane of 

conservatives and liberals alike) assumes that 

we are not really helpless sinners who need to 

be rescued but decent folks who need good 

examples, exhortations, and instructions.” 

DR. MICHAEL S. HORTON 
Author, Christless Christianity 



“If the focus of our testimony is our 

changed life, we as well as our hearers    

are bound to be disappointed.” 

 
“God’s downward descent to us in grace 

reversed by our upward ascent in pragmatic 

enthusiasm, we are increasingly becoming  

a sheep without a Shepherd—and all in  

the name of mission. Instead of churching 

the unchurched, we are well on our way     

to even unchurching the churched.” 

DR. MICHAEL S. HORTON 
Author, Christless Christianity 



“What would things look like if Satan really took 

control of a city?  Over half a century ago, 

Presbyterian minister Donald Grey Barnhouse 

offered his own scenario in his weekly sermon that 

was also broadcast nationwide on CBS radio. 

Barnhouse speculated that if Satan took over 

Philadelphia (the city where Barnhouse pastored), 

all of the bars would be closed, pornography 

banished, and pristine streets would be filled with 

tidy pedestrians who smiled at each other.  There 

would be no swearing.  The children would say ‘Yes, 

sir’ and ‘No, ma’am,’ and the churches would be full 

every Sunday . . . where Christ was not preached. ” 

DR. MICHAEL S. HORTON 
Author, Christless Christianity 



“There is something more important than benefits.  There is 

something more important than release.  It is the holiness of 

God.  It is His name.  It is His honor.  It is who He is in 

Himself.  A benefit of a dubious kind is too high a price to pay 

if it is going to throw any shadow upon His great name.”  

ART KATZ 



“Have you been inducted into the mindset of the world, which is, the 

pursuit of pleasure and the avoidance of pain, protecting your life, 

your privacy, guarding yourself, lest there be any threat, injury, or 

pain? No wonder the Church is hardly more than a conglomerate of 

individualities living their private lifestyles. Where is the Church of 

the apostolic kind, where those who believed were together?”  

ART KATZ 



“It was not too long ago that the thought came to me that you do not have to 

be a Mormon or a Jehovah’s Witness, or subscribe to some sect or some cult 

to be deceived.  You can subscribe to correct Christian orthodoxy and be as 

effectually deceived in the correctness of that creedal statement as if you were 

embracing false doctrine.  In fact, that kind of deception is the most devious 

and powerful of all because you think yourself correct.  There is a need to 

know God, saints, a desperate need to know God, and He is waiting to be 

sought.  He distinguishes that people, that generation that will ascend the holy 

hill of Zion, in Psalm 24, with clean hands and a pure heart, who have not 

given their souls to vanity by running to Toronto.  But they are those who will 

ascend the holy hill and throw the bolt that opens the gate that the King of 

Glory might come in.  He says, ‘This is the generation of them that seek 

Thee, that seek Thy face, O God of Jacob’ (Psalm 24:6).” 
ART KATZ 





Just at that time there [arrived] some people who informed Jesus about   

the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices.  And He 

replied by saying to them, Do you think that these Galileans were greater 

sinners than all the other Galileans because they have suffered in this way? 

I tell you, No; but unless you repent (change your mind for the better and 

heartily amend your ways, with abhorrence of your past sins), you will all 

likewise perish and be lost eternally.  Or those eighteen on whom the tower 

in Siloam fell and killed them—do you think that they were more guilty 

offenders (debtors) than all the others who dwelt in Jerusalem?  I tell you, 

No; but unless you repent (change your mind for the better and heartily 

amend your ways, with abhorrence of your past sins), you will all     

likewise perish and be lost eternally. 
 

LUKE 13:1-5 (AMPLIFIED) 


