
PART 9 





“  But the mystery, the new revelation, is that this very Kingdom of 

God has now come to work among men but in an utterly unexpected 

way.  It is not now destroying human rule; it is not now abolishing 

sin from the earth; it is not now bringing the baptism of fire that 

John had announced.  It has come quietly, unobtrusively, secretly.  

It can work among men and never be recognized by the crowds.  

In the spiritual realm, the Kingdom now offers to men the blessings 

of God’s rule, delivering them from the power of Satan and sin.  

The Kingdom of God is an offer, a gift which may be accepted or 

rejected. The Kingdom is now here with persuasion rather than 

with power.”  
 

George Eldon Ladd—The Gospel of the Kingdom (pg. 55) 



“  The mystery of the Kingdom is this: The Kingdom of God is      

here but not with irresistible power.  The Kingdom of God has  

come, but it is not like a stone grinding an image to powder. 

It is not now destroying wickedness.  On the contrary, it is 

like a man sowing seed.  It does not force itself upon men. 

…This was a staggering thing to one who knew only the Old 

Testament!  One day God will indeed manifest His mighty power      

to purge the earth of wickedness, sin and evil; but not now. 

…God’s Kingdom is working among men, but God will not     

compel them to bow before it.  They must receive it; the response 

must come from a willing heart and a submissive will.”  
 

George Eldon Ladd—The Gospel of the Kingdom (pg. 56-57) 



 
• Sower/Seed = Various responses to Gospel 

• Tares/Wheat = False gospels parallel True Gospel 

• Mustard Seed/Tree = Growth of the Church 

• Leaven = Growth of error within the Church 

• Buried Treasure = Gospel found “by accident” 

• Pearl of Great Price = Gospel found by searching 

• Dragnet = Judgment at the end of the Gospel age 

SUMMARY OF KINGDOM PARABLES 





The Mystery of The Kingdom 



The Mystery of The Kingdom 





TARES LOOK IDENTICAL TO WHEAT 

TARES (aka: Bastard Wheat) WHEAT (Before Fully Ripe) 



The “good seed” are believers and the “tares” are unbelievers who hold to 

a form of religion but deny its power (II Timothy 3:5).  In the Holy Land, 

tares are called “wild wheat,” because they resemble wheat, only the grains 

are black.  Tragically, Satan’s deception is so great that even the tares 

suppose themselves to be children of the kingdom (Matthew 7:21-23). 

“The Arabic name for tares is zawan, and they abound all over the East, and 

are a great nuisance to the farmer.  The grain is small, and is arranged along 

the upper part of the stalk, which stands perfectly erect.  Its taste is bitter, 

and when eaten separately, or when diffused in ordinary bread, it causes 

dizziness, and often acts as an emetic.  In short, it is a strong soporific 

poison, and must be carefully winnowed, and picked out of the wheat, grain 

by grain, before grinding, or the flour is not healthy.  Of course the farmers 

are very anxious to exterminate it, but that is nearly impossible.”   

[Manners and Customs of Bible Lands] 





“The Kingdom of God… is here as something tiny, as 

something insignificant, as something as small as a 

mustard seed.  The important thing is that even though it 

is like a tiny seed, it is still the Kingdom of God.  Jesus 

says, ‘Do not let its apparent insignificance deceive you. 

Do not be discouraged.  The time will come when this 

same Kingdom of God, which is here like the tiny seed, 

will be a great shrub, so great that the birds of the 

heaven will come and lodge in its branches’.” 
 

George Eldon Ladd—The Gospel of the Kingdom (pg. 58-59) 





MATTHEW 13:33 





“The Kingdom of heaven is like a treasure whose value transcends every 

other possession; it is like a pearl whose acquisition merits the loss of all 

other goods.  Now again, the idea that the man buys the field or that the 

merchant buys the pearl has nothing to do with the basic truth of the 

parable.  This parable does not tell us that we can buy salvation.  Salvation 

is by faith, the free gift of God; and Matthew 20:1-16 teaches that the 

Kingdom is a gift and not a reward which can be earned.  Yet even though 

the Kingdom is a gracious gift, it is also costly.  It may cost one his earthly 

possessions (Mark 10:21), his friends or the affections of his family, or 

even his very life (Luke 14:26). But cost what it may, the Kingdom of God 

is like a treasure or a costly pearl whose possession merits any cost!”  
 
 

 

George Eldon Ladd—The Gospel of the Kingdom (pg. 62) 





THE PARABLE OF THE DRAGNET 

MATTHEW 13:47-50 





Figures for 1910 are from a Pew Forum analysis of data from the Center for the 

Study of Global Christianity. Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding.  

Pew Research Center’s Forum on Religion & Public Life  Global Christianity, December 2011 

REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF CHRISTIANS 



“When God brings His Kingdom, the society of wicked men will be dis-

placed by the society of those who have submitted themselves to God’s 

rule who will then enjoy the fullness of the divine blessings freed from 

all evil.  Jesus taught that the redemptive purposes of God had brought 

His Kingdom to work among men in advance of the Day of Judgment.  

It is now like a dragnet which gathers within its influence men of 

various sorts, both good and bad.  The separation between the good   

and the evil is not yet; the Day of Judgment belongs to the end of the 

age (Matthew 13:49).  Meanwhile, there will be within the circle of 

those who are caught up by the activity of God’s Kingdom in the     

world not only those who are truly sons of the Kingdom; evil men      

will also be found in this movement.” 
 

George Eldon Ladd—The Gospel of the Kingdom (pg. 62-63) 



MATTHEW 13:51-52 





The “storeroom” also is known as the “treasury” or “place of deposit.”  

It is place not only for money, but for anything necessary for the comfort 

of the family.  The Hebrew word “ostar” means depository, cellar, garner, 

store or treasure-house, so it protects and preserves anything of value 

(International Standard Bible Encyclopedia).  For a disciple of Jesus, the 

“storeroom” is the heart – specifically, a heart and mind set on “things 

above” (Colossians 3:1-2) and the human spirit yielded to Christ.  Like 

the psalmist, believers are to treasure God’s Word in their hearts so they 

will not sin (Psalm 119:11).  Further, they are to understand the deeper 

truths of Holy Scripture that they may “earnestly contend for the faith” 

(Jude 3) always being “ready to give a defense to anyone who asks you 

for a reason for the hope that is in you”  (I Peter 3:15). 



 The  Priority of Preparation 
 The Certainty of Opposition 
 The Assurance of Manifestation 
 The Promise of Separation 

TIMELESS TRUTHS GLEANED 

FROM THE PARABLES OF THE 

KINGDOM IN MATTHEW 13 



 The Necessity of Self Examination 
 The Reward of Acquisition 
 The Value of Delayed Gratification 
 The Wisdom of Interpretation 

TIMELESS TRUTHS GLEANED 

FROM THE PARABLES OF THE 

KINGDOM IN MATTHEW 13 



From Jesus’ parables in 

Matthew 13, how would 

you rate your K.Q. 

(Kingdom Quotient)? 


