
PART 8 





“Parable”: a usually short fictitious story that illustrates a moral 
attitude or a religious principle.  (Merriam-Webster Dictionary) 
 

The Greek word parabole indicates a comparison or a similitude. 

In our modern context, we call it a metaphor.  Parables provide 

spiritual insight by using earthly experiences or observations.  
 

Each image Jesus presented in a kingdom parable began with this 

statement, “The kingdom of heaven is like...”  (Matthew 13:24, 

31, 33, 44-45, 47, 52).  Jesus used characteristics of a mixed 

crop, a mustard seed, leaven, a hidden treasure, a valuable pearl, a 

fishing dragnet, a householder finding treasure among his goods. 



“  But the mystery, the new revelation, is that this very Kingdom of 

God has now come to work among men but in an utterly unexpected 

way.  It is not now destroying human rule; it is not now abolishing 

sin from the earth; it is not now bringing the baptism of fire that 

John had announced.  It has come quietly, unobtrusively, secretly.  

It can work among men and never be recognized by the crowds.  

In the spiritual realm, the Kingdom now offers to men the blessings 

of God’s rule, delivering them from the power of Satan and sin.  

The Kingdom of God is an offer, a gift which may be accepted or 

rejected. The Kingdom is now here with persuasion rather than 

with power.”  
 

George Eldon Ladd—The Gospel of the Kingdom (pg. 55) 



“  The mystery of the Kingdom is this: The Kingdom of God is      

here but not with irresistible power.  The Kingdom of God has  

come, but it is not like a stone grinding an image to powder. 

It is not now destroying wickedness.  On the contrary, it is 

like a man sowing seed.  It does not force itself upon men. 

…This was a staggering thing to one who knew only the Old 

Testament!  One day God will indeed manifest His mighty power      

to purge the earth of wickedness, sin and evil; but not now. 

…God’s Kingdom is working among men, but God will not     

compel them to bow before it.  They must receive it; the response 

must come from a willing heart and a submissive will.”  
 

George Eldon Ladd—The Gospel of the Kingdom (pg. 56-57) 





 
• Sower/Seed = Various responses to Gospel 

• Tares/Wheat = False gospels parallel True Gospel 

• Mustard Seed/Tree = Growth of the Church 

• Leaven = Growth of error within the Church 

• Buried Treasure = Gospel found “by accident” 

• Pearl of Great Price = Gospel found by searching 

• Dragnet = Judgment at the end of the Gospel age 

SUMMARY OF KINGDOM PARABLES 
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THE  PARABLE  OF  THE  SOWER 



ALONG 

THE PATH 

AMONG 

THORNS 

ROCKY 

SOIL 

GOOD 

GROUND 



First are those whose hearts are hardened just 

like the path Jesus mentions in the parable.  

There are no cracks on the surface to expose the 

earth underneath. The birds of the air quickly eat 

the seed. Jesus describes an unresponsive heart.  

Hard as concrete!  The Word of God finds no place 

to lodge.  By a deliberate act of one’s will, God’s 

Word is rejected and has no opportunity to grow.  



The second response of the human heart is illustrated by the rocky 

soil.  In parts of the Mediterranean there is a thin dressing of soil 

on top of a stratum of rock.  It gives the illusion of being fertile 

soil.  Seed sown grows rapidly under the hot sun but, because the 

rock prevents the development of a root system, after its meteoric 

and promising beginning, the plant quickly withers and dies.  
 

It is possible to respond positively, emotionally, yet superficially   

to the teachings of Jesus.  Such a person may appear committed to 

Christ—full of enthusiasm, sharing their excitement with others.   
 

BUT THERE IS A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN BEING CHARMED 

BY THE GOSPEL AND BEING CHANGED BY IT.  



It is possible for our commitment to Christ to have more to do 

with feelings and sentiment than with a definite act of the will.  

Our conscience may be awakened by God’s Word. We may be 

persuaded of our sin and need of a Savior but where there is no 

real submission to Christ’s Lordship we will not persevere.   
 

Mere religious allegiance based on sentiment will never root 

deeply enough to deal with life’s trials and temptations.  At the 

first major set back, we thrown in the towel.  If we still attend 

church,  it is a token presence.  Our lives remain unfruitful and our 

response to God and His Word is typically met with a growing 

sense of cynicism or resentment.  



The third response is illustrated by the seed which fell upon 

thorny ground.  The thorns would not be immediately apparent 

but their root system was concealed under the surface of the 

soil.  Again this ground gives the appearance of being fruitful 

as the plant begins to make progress.  But all the while 

something is happening under the surface. 
 

The root system of the thorns is slowly drawing all the 

nutrients out of the soil and at the same time strangling the 

seed which has been sown and preventing it from becoming 

established. 



“Riches and the things that are necessary in life are not evil in 

themselves.  And all of us face cares and troubles in this life. 

The sin comes in the time and energy we spend in pursuing  

these things, at the expense of neglecting Christ.” 

DAVID WILKERSON 



A ‘desire for other things’ which Jesus mentions is described 

in Luke 8:14 as the  ‘pleasures of this life’.  Jesus is not 

against pleasure, but even ‘legitimate pleasures’ can impact 

our spiritual life.  Passion for amusement, entertainment and 

hobbies can so easily displace one’s passion for God.  Their 

heart-love for God begins to cool considerably.  How many 

people have been side-tracked by a desire for a bigger home 

or, a more successful career?  While those desires are not evil 

in and of themselves, it may result in our devotion to God and 

our adherence to his Word being squeezed out of our lives. 



And those who deal with this world [overusing the 

enjoyments of this life] as though they were not 

absorbed by it and as if they had no dealings with it. 

For the outward form of this world (the present 

world order) is passing away. 
 

My desire is to have you free from all anxiety and 

distressing care. … 
 

I CORINTHIANS 7:31-32a (AMPLIFIED) 



But take heed to yourselves and be on your guard, lest your 

hearts be overburdened and depressed (weighed down) with    

the giddiness and headache and nausea of self-indulgence, 

drunkenness, and worldly worries and cares pertaining to 

[the business of] this life, and [lest] that day come upon you 

suddenly like a trap or a noose; …Keep awake then and watch 

at all times [be discreet, attentive, and ready], praying that you 

may have the full strength and ability and be accounted worthy 

to escape all these things [taken together] that will take place, 

and to stand in the presence of the Son of Man. 
 

LUKE 21:34, 36 (AMPLIFIED) 



Finally, Jesus describes the good soil pointing to the heart which 

is responsive and well prepared.  This heart, as a hearer ‘accepts’ 

God’s Word—which means to ‘receive favorably’, and to 

‘acknowledge to be correct.’  This man is prepared to apply God’s 

Word to his life regardless of the cost.  He refuses to be distracted 

or diverted  by other things.  He uproots anything that appears to 

rival his heart’s loyalty to God.  Whether the Word of God cuts or 

comforts, challenges or assures, it is equally welcomed and 

responded to.   He maintains a growing sense of wonder as God 

transforms his life through His Word.  This person will produce a 

bountiful harvest for the glory of God. 









TARES LOOK IDENTICAL TO WHEAT 

TARES (aka: Bastard Wheat) WHEAT (Before Fully Ripe) 





MATTHEW 13:33 







THE PARABLE OF THE DRAGNET 

MATTHEW 13:47-50 





Figures for 1910 are from a Pew Forum analysis of data from the Center for the 

Study of Global Christianity. Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding.  

Pew Research Center’s Forum on Religion & Public Life  Global Christianity, December 2011 

REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF CHRISTIANS 


