
PART 10 



Now it came to pass, when Jesus finished commanding His 

twelve disciples, that He departed from there to teach and to 

preach in their cities.  And when John had heard in prison 

about the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples and said 

to Him, “Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?”  

Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and tell John the   

things which you hear and see: 
 The blind see and the lame 

walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are 

raised up and the poor have the gospel preached to them. 

And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me.” 
 

MATTHEW 11:1-6 (NKJV) 



As they departed, Jesus began to say to the multitudes 

concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to 

see?  A reed shaken by the wind?  But what did you go out to 

see?  A man clothed in soft garments?  Indeed, those who 

wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses.  But what did you go 

out to see?  A prophet?  Yes, I say to you, and more than a 

prophet.  For this is he of whom it is written: 

‘Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, 

Who will prepare Your way before You.’” 
 

 
 

MATTHEW 11:7-10 (NKJV) 



“Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women there 

has not risen one greater than John the Baptist; but he who   

is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  

 

And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom 

of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force.  

 

For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John.” 
 

 

 

 
 
 

MATTHEW 11:11-13 (NKJV) 



In his response to John’s disciples, Jesus claimed that the 

fulfillment of the Old Testament hope with its attendant 

blessings was, in fact, present in His person and ministry.  

The fulfillment was not taking place as historically expected, 

hence John’s perplexity.  The unexpected element was     

that fulfillment was taking place IN JESUS, but without the 

eschatological consummation.  The Old Testament prophetic 

hope of the coming Messianic Kingdom as promised to 

Israel is being fulfilled in the Person and ministry of 

Jesus, but not consummated. 



The Jews of Jesus’ day, in keeping with what they saw in  

the Old Testament expected  the consummation of the 

Kingdom—the utter, final overthrow of Israel’s political 

enemies followed by the ushering in of an age of peace     

and prosperity in their homeland. 

 
Jesus, however, came with the message that before the 

Kingdom would come in its eschatological consummation 

it has come here and now, in His own person and work in 

spirit and in power. [See Acts 10:38] 



“Before the eschatological appearing of God’s Kingdom at the end of the 

age, God’s Kingdom has become dynamically active among men in Jesus’ 

person and mission.  The Kingdom in this age is not merely the abstract 

concept of God’s universal rule to which men must submit; it is rather a 

dynamic power at work among men. …Before the apocalyptic coming of 

God’s Kingdom and the final manifestation of His rule to bring in the new 

age, God has manifested His rule, His Kingdom, to bring men in advance 

of the eschatological era the blessings of His redemptive reign.  There is 

no philological or historical or exegetical reason why God’s Kingdom, 

God’s rule, cannot manifest itself in two different ways at two different 

times to accomplish the same ultimate redemptive end.”  
 

George Eldon Ladd—The Gospel of the Kingdom 



“This Kingdom, which will appear as an apocalyptic 

act at the end of the age, has already come into  

human history in the person and mission of Jesus      

to overcome evil, to deliver men from its power,      

and to bring them into the blessings of God’s reign. 

The Kingdom of God involves two great moments: 

fulfillment within history, and consummation at the 

end of history.” 
 

George Eldon Ladd—The Presence of The Future [pg. 192] 



“His [Christ’s] mission was to bring to men the fulfillment of  

the messianic salvation, while the apocalyptic consummation 

remained in the future.  Such an event was unheard of.   

Precisely here was to be found the predicament of Jesus’ 

hearers:  how could this be the supernatural Kingdom of God?  

Jesus made no display of apocalyptic glory.  He refused to act  

as a conquering Davidic king, supernaturally endowed to    

crush Israel’s enemies. How could the Kingdom be present       

in one whose only weapon was his word, whose only victory 

was over demons and Satan and sickness?” 
 

George Eldon Ladd—The Presence of The Future [pg. 192] 



The unexpected presence of the supernatural Kingdom is       

the central message of the parable in its historical setting. 

The Kingdom of God which will one day bring an apocalyptic 

harvest is present; but it is like a seed rather than the harvest. 

Yet the seed is related to the harvest; and the life of the seed is 

itself the act of God—supernatural.  While men sleep, the 

earth produces fruit automate.  The supernatural act of God 

which will one day be disclosed in glory is active and at work  

in a new and unexpected form, in Jesus of Nazareth.  In him       

is taking place a supernatural work of God.”  
 

George Eldon Ladd—The Presence of The Future [pg. 192] 



The Kingdom of God, is both the 

present spiritual reign  of God and   

the future spatial realm  over which  

He will rule in power and glory. 
ISAIAH 54:17 (AMPLIFIED) 

[Spiritual Reign] 
 

JOHN 14:1-3 (AMPLIFIED) 
[Spatial Realm] 



The Kingdom of God is ultimately and 

finally the rule and reign of God over 

the entirety of His creation, for all 

time and eternity, worlds without end. 



But to the Son He says: “Your throne, O God, is 

forever and ever; A scepter of righteousness is 

the scepter of Your kingdom.” 
 

 
 

HEBREWS 1:8 (NKJV) 
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THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 

Old Age New Age 
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Ages 

We live by the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:16)—the down payment on what is to come (II Corinthians 

1:21-22; 5:5; Ephesians 1:14).  The Holy Spirit:  

• Helps us in our weakness (Romans 8:26 ). 

• Takes from what is Christ’s and makes it known to us (John 16:14). 

• Helps us understand God’s promises (I Corinthians 2:12). 

• Strengthens us (Ephesians 3:16-19). 

• Gives us wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Christ (Ephesians 1:19). 

“…now is the time of God’s favor, 

now is the day of salvation.” 

II Corinthians 6:2 

Now 



THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 

Old Age New Age 
Overlapping 

Ages 

We can enjoy the future [in part] NOW!   

• We are new creations in Christ Jesus (II Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 6:15).  

• We have already tasted of the powers of the age to come (Hebrews 6:4-6). 

• We are already citizens of heaven (Hebrews 12:18-24).  

• We are seated in heavenly places in Christ (Ephesians 2:6; Colossians 3:1-4).  

• We already feast with and on Jesus, as a foretaste of the Marriage Supper of the Lamb                   

(I Corinthians 10:16; Revelation 19:7). 

“…now is the time of God’s favor, 

now is the day of salvation.” 

II Corinthians 6:2 

Now 
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John 4:24 
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Jer. 31:33; 

Ro. 8:1-4 

Healing 

Mt. 8:16-17; 

I Cor. 12:9; 

I Pt. 2:24 

Church—

Ambassadors 

for Christ 

Eph. 3:10; 

II Cor. 5:20 

Equality 

I Cor. 12:25; 

II Cor. 8:13-15; 

Eph. 2:14-18 

Matthew 12:28; Mark 1:15; 9:1; Luke 17:20; John 18:36  

Worship 

Rev. 4:8-11 

15:2-4; 

19:1-8 
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Rev. 21:27 
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Rev. 21:4; 

22:1-2 
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THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 
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Ages 

Old and New Ages 

NOT YET do we see the future in its fullness.    

• We have not yet become imperishable or immortal (I Corinthians 15:53). 

• We have not yet received our entire inheritance (Ephesians 1:14). 

• We are not yet perfect or have full knowledge (I Corinthians 13:9-12). 

• We get sick and are not always healed (I Corinthians 11:30; II Timothy 4:20). 

Not 

Yet 



THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 
The God Who Comes 

Old Age New Age Overlapping 

Ages 

1st Coming 

of Christ 

Christ in His Body 

The Church 

2nd Coming 

of Christ 

Psalm 96:13; Hosea 10:12; Micah 1:3; Isaiah 64:1-5 

Consummation 

1 Cor. 15:24-26; 

1 Thess. 4:14-17; 

Rev. 21:1-5 

Invasion 

Mt. 11:12; 

28:18-20; 

Lk. 10:18-19 

Incarnation 

Jn. 1:14; 

Phil. 2:6-8 



THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 

God Is the King of the Ages 

Old Age New Age Overlapping 

End of Satan’s Kingdom 

Revelation 20:7-10 

Luke 4:5-6; II Corinthians 4:4 

Satan is the 

“god” of this Age 

I Chronicles 29:11; Jeremiah 10:10; Lamentations 5:19; 

I Timothy 1:17; Revelation 15:3 

Ages 





Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, 

even they who pierced Him.  And all the tribes of the earth will 

mourn because of Him.  Even so, Amen. 

REVELATION 1:7 (NKJV) 


