
PART 4 



The first instruction Jesus gave after 

announcing the inauguration of the 

Kingdom of God was: “…Repent, 
and believe in the gospel.” 

MARK 1:14-15 (NKJV) 



The Kingdom: From The Inside Out 

or From The Outside In? 



Jesus answered, My kingdom (kingship, royal power) belongs 

not to this world.  If My kingdom were of this world, My 

followers would have been fighting to keep Me from being 

handed over to the Jews.  But as it is, My kingdom is not    

from here (this world); [it has no such origin or source].  

JOHN 18:36 (AMPLIFIED) 





The Gospel of 



These are days of confusion in which 

the doors of the church are wide 

open to worldly values and 

standards. The result is a confusing 

mix of worldly holiness and holy 

worldliness.  [M]en and women who 

are created in the image of God have 

seriously embraced the world and 

yet feel comfortable with both being 

“holy” and clinging to values that 

contradict that attribute. 



Most African countries have a rich Christian heritage 

from the labor of pioneering missionaries, who preached 

a simple, yet powerful gospel.  The preaching in the 

1970s gave an emphasis on the cross of Christ.  It was 

not a call to an easy life. (17)  There was evangelistic 

zeal, an eagerness to share the gospel.  Now Africans  

are embracing all forms of strange gospels 

manufactured in other parts of the world. (10)  

It is the gospel of champagne. (19) 



It tells half-truths and promises short-term thrills.  It  

has produced a new generation of Christians who want 

maximum celebration and pleasure here and now.  

“Happisees” are committed to perpetual celebration in 

and out of church and the acquisition of all that will 

make life here as comfortable as possible. (21)  We must 

choose between the old gospel of the cross and this 

imitation gospel that denies the power of God. (22)  It is 

urgently imperative that we return to the true gospel!  



“In religion and politics, people’s beliefs and convictions are 
in almost every case gotten at second-hand, and without 
examination, from authorities who have not themselves 
examined the questions at issue but have taken them at 
second-hand from other non-examiners, whose opinions 

about them were not worth a brass farthing.”  

MARK TWAIN 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY, 1959 







15  [Now] He is the exact likeness of the unseen God [the visible representation 

of the invisible]; He is the Firstborn of all creation. 
 

16  For it was in Him that all things were created, in heaven and on earth, things 

seen and things unseen, whether thrones, dominions, rulers, or authorities; all 

things were created and exist through Him [by His service, intervention] and 

in and for Him. 
 

17  And He Himself existed before all things, and in Him all things consist 

(cohere, are held together). 
 

18  He also is the Head of [His] body, the church; seeing He is the Beginning,  

the Firstborn from among the dead, so that He alone in everything and in every 

respect might occupy the chief place [stand first and be preeminent]. 



19  For it has pleased [the Father] that all the divine fullness (the sum total of 

the divine perfection, powers, and attributes) should dwell in Him permanently. 
 

20  And God purposed that through (by the service, the intervention of) Him 

[the Son] all things should be completely reconciled back to Himself, whether 

on earth or in heaven, as through Him, [the Father] made peace by means of 

the blood of His cross. 
 

21  And although you at one time were estranged and alienated from Him and 

were of hostile attitude of mind in your wicked activities, 
 

22 Y et now has [Christ, the Messiah] reconciled [you to God] in the body of  

His flesh through death, in order to present you holy and faultless and 

irreproachable in His [the Father’s] presence. 














