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♦ THE EYES OF FAITH 

♦ THE DISCIPLINE OF FAITH 

♦ THE PATIENCE OF FAITH 

♦ THE COURAGE OF FAITH 

♦ THE TRIAL OF FAITH 

♦ THE VICTORY OF FAITH 





#1 



“[Faith] is the power to see 

into the world of spirits, into 

things invisible and eternal. 

It is the power to understand 

those things which are not 

perceived by worldly senses.” 
 

JOHN WESLEY 



#2 



Set a guard, O Lord, before my mouth; 

keep watch at the door of my lips. 
 

PSALM 141:3 (NIV) 



THE PATIENCE OF FAITH 

#3 





THE COURAGE OF FAITH 

#4 



“If God has called me 

to it, He will surely see 

me through it!” 

MY CONFESSION OF COURAGE: 



THE TRIAL OF FAITH 

In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if 

need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that the 

genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than 

gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found 

to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 
 

I PETER 1:6-7 (NKJV) 

#5 



“A faith that has not been tested cannot be trusted.” 
 

DR. JOHN C. MAXWELL 



He called for a famine on the land of Canaan, cutting off its food supply.  

Then he sent someone to Egypt ahead of them—Joseph, who was sold as a 

slave.  They bruised his feet with fetters and placed his neck in an iron collar. 

Until the time came to fulfill his dreams, the LORD tested Joseph’s character. 
PSALM 105:16-19 (NLT) 



“Joseph is not a prisoner of circumstance. 

He is a prisoner of a prophetic process.” 
 

LANCE WALNAU 



“Modern-day Joseph’s are prepared through their own 

version of bruised feet, with shackles, and necks put in 

irons.  It is often through the adversity of failed finances, 

broken marriages, and shattered dreams.  These are the 

things that God uses to allow His Joseph’s to be proven     

by His Word.  Once proven, God brings them out of their   

prison and uses them mightily for His purposes. 
 

“Joseph went through trials, not because of his failure,     

but because of an incredible calling—to save and     

provide for an entire nation. … 



“God had to prepare him with 13 years of broken dreams 

and miserable circumstances in order to demolish every 

ounce of pride and self-will.  There is always darkness 

before the dawn and it is there where we are strengthened 

and established, where we are being perfected, where we 

are being refined into pure gold.  God is working while His 

people are waiting, waiting—awaiting that “kairos” 

opportunity.  Those of us with a right attitude of the       

heart God is shaping for a significant future.”  
 

C. S. LEWIS 



“Consider it a sheer gift, friends, when tests and 

challenges come at you from all sides. You know 

that under pressure, your faith-life is forced out 

into the open and shows its true colors. So don’t 

try to get out of anything prematurely. Let it do 

its work so you become mature and well-

developed, not deficient in any way.” 
 

JAMES 1:2-4 (THE MESSAGE) 



Moreover [let us also be full of joy now!] let us exult and 

triumph in our troubles and rejoice in our sufferings, knowing 

that pressure and affliction and hardship produce patient and 

unswerving endurance.  And endurance (fortitude) develops 

maturity of character (approved faith and tried integrity).  

And character [of this sort] produces [the habit of] joyful     

and confident hope of eternal salvation.  Such hope never 

disappoints or deludes or shames us, for God’s love has     

been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit  

Who has been given to us. 
 

ROMANS 5:3-5 (AMPLIFIED) 



[You should] be exceedingly glad on this account, though 

now for a little while you may be distressed by trials and 

suffer temptations, so that [the genuineness] of your faith 

may be tested, [your faith] which is infinitely more 

precious than the perishable gold which is tested and 

purified by fire. [This proving of your faith is intended] to 

redound to [your] praise and glory and honor when Jesus 

Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One) is revealed.  
 

I PETER 1:6-7 (AMPLIFIED) 



OUTLOOK DETERMINES OUTCOME 

“Our values determine our evaluations.  If we value comfort more 

than character, then trials will upset us.  If we value the material and 

physical more than the spiritual, we will not be able to ‘count it all 

joy!’  If we live only for the present and forget about the future, the 

trials will make us bitter, not better.  Job had the right outlook when 

he said, ‘ But he knows the way that I take; when he has tried me, I 

shall come out as gold  ’ (Job 23:10).  When trials come, immediately 

give thanks to the Lord and adopt a joyful attitude.  Do not pretend; 

don’t try self-hypnosis; simply look at the trials through the eyes of 

faith.  Outlook determines outcome; to end with joy, begin with joy.” 
 

WARREN WIERSBE 



Trials often result in abundant complaining and discouragement. 

We typically become obsessed with escaping the pressure rather 

than allowing it to teach us.  Enduring trials are intended to 

develop and mature us into the image of Jesus, the Pattern Son. 
 

The purpose of the trials I experience is: 
 

♦ To Reveal My Character (or it’s lack) 
 

♦ To Produce the Character of Christ 
 

♦ To Refine My Character 
 

♦ To Increase My Capacity For Compassion 



 

 

 

 

 

 

“God delights to increase the faith, or condition the faith-

muscle, of His children.  We ought, instead of wanting no 

trials before victory, no exercise for patience, to be willing 

to take them from God’s hand as a means.  I say—and   

say it deliberately—trials, obstacles, difficulties, and 

sometimes defeats, are the very food of faith.”  

GEORGE 

MUELLER 



FROM THE PRISON… 

…TO THE PALACE 
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“Joseph displayed his deep faith in God’s omni-

potence—overriding satan, demonic powers, and 

wicked men to work out His sovereign will and 

unfrustratable plan.  Faith lifted the whole sordid 

crime out of the pit of misery and self-recrimination 

and placed it on the mountain peak of divine 

sovereignty where God’s forgiving grace not only 

heals but wipes away the past and all pain.”  
 

DR. MERRILL UNGER 



So we’re not giving up.  How could we?  Even though on the 

outside it often looks like things are falling apart on us, on 

the inside, where God is making new life, not a day goes by 

without His unfolding grace.  These hard times are small 

potatoes compared to the coming good times, the lavish 

celebration prepared for us.  There’s far more here than 

meets the eye.  The things we now see are here today, gone 

tomorrow.  But the things we can’t see now will last forever.  
 

II CORINTHIANS 4:16-19 

(THE MESSAGE) 



I have been through the valley of weeping, 

The valley of sorrow and pain; 

But the ‘God of all comfort’ was with me, 

At hand to uphold and sustain. 
 

As the earth needs the clouds and sunshine, 

Our souls need both sorrow and joy; 

So He places us oft in the furnace, 

The dross from the gold to destroy. 
 

When he leads thro’ some valley of trouble 

His omnipotent hand we trace; 

For the trials and sorrows He sends us, 

Are part of His lessons in grace. 



Oft we shrink from the purging and pruning, 

Forgetting the Husbandman knows 

That the deeper the cutting and paring, 

The richer the cluster that grows. 
 

Well He knows that affliction is needed; 

He has a wise purpose in view, 

And in the dark valley He whispers, 

“Hereafter Thou’lt know what I do.” 
 

As we travel thro’ life’s shadowed valley, 

Fresh springs of His love ever rise; 

And we learn that our sorrows and losses, 

Are blessings just sent in disguise. 



So we’ll follow wherever He leadeth, 

Let the path be dreary or bright; 

For we’ve proved that our God can give comfort; 

Our God can give songs in the night. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
STREAMS IN THE DESERT 

Mrs. Charles B. Cowman 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“God, I can’t give You a month, and I     

can’t give You a week. But I can give  

You the next twenty-four hours.” 



But He knows the way that I take 

[He has concern for it, appreciates, 

and pays attention to it].  When He 

has tried me, I shall come forth as 

refined gold [pure and luminous]. 
 

JOB 23:10 (AMPLIFIED) 


