
PART 10 



For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but 
having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit 

their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth 
and wander off into myths. 

II TIMOTHY 4:3-4 (ESV) 



Whatever Happened to  

The Fear of The Lord? 



“America is, in many places, suffering a famine of the Word of God.  My heart 

breaks over the church’s tolerance of easy believism and watered-down 

pabulum, and the trivializing of the weighty matters of a holy and glorious 

God.  I take the proclamation of the gospel as a holy trust—whether 

preaching it to my church or sharing it with you in written form.  The pulpit 

that God has provided to this ministry was not given to tickle ears, to 

entertain while the world is in throes of horrific suffering, to put ourselves   

at ease while the lost go without hearing the gospel.   This platform for 

proclaiming Jesus was not given to make money, to build offices and staff or 

to make much of ourselves.  It was given to us so that we might contend for 

the faith—that we might cry out in the wilderness, and call God’s faithful 

into a radical, unflinching, passionate zeal for the fullness of Christ Jesus.”  
 

Gary Wilkerson, World Challenge Pulpit Series, January 2012 







Proverbs 8:13 provides a spiritual litmus test: 
 

If we FEAR [hold in awe, showing utmost 

respect and devout reverence] THE LORD, 

we will most certainly hate evil. 
 

So, Do I? 

 YES     NO 



 

 

 

 
“Fear and trembling are not because God is 

our enemy but because He saved us from His 

wrath through Christ, and now we stand on the 

brink of the Grand Canyon of His holiness and 

justice and grace and wrath with unspeakable 

wonder, knees wobbling and hands trembling, 

but overcome with worship at the depth of His 

majesty, not with worry that we might fall in.” 

JOHN PIPER 



 

 

 

 

“The gift of Fear fills us with a sovereign respect for God, 
and makes us dread nothing so much as to offend Him by 
sin. It is a fear that arises, not from the thought of hell,  

but from sentiments of reverence and filial submission to 
our heavenly Father. It is the fear that is the beginning     
of wisdom, detaching us from worldly pleasures that  

could in any way separate us from God.” 

CATHOLIC NOVENA TO THE HOLY SPIRIT 

DESCRIPTION OF DAY TWO: 





We have defanged the tiger of truth.  We have tamed the lion. 

…The tragedy of modern faith is that we no longer are capable of 

being terrified.  I would like to suggest that the Church become a place 

of terror again; a place where God continually has to tell us, “Fear 

not”; a place where our relationship with God is not a simple belief or 

a doctrine or theology, it is God’s burning presence in our lives. …  

THE SAFETY OF FEAR 
 

“No one else dared join them, even though they 

were highly regarded by the people.” 
 

ACTS 5:13 (NIV) 

MIKE YACONELLI 



…I am suggesting that the tame God of relevance be replaced by the 

God whose very presence shatters our egos into dust, burns our sin into 

ashes, and strips us naked to reveal the real person within.  The Church 

needs to become a gloriously dangerous place where nothing is safe in 

God’s presence except us.  Nothing—including our plans, our agendas, 

our priorities, our politics, our money, our security, our comfort, our 

possessions, our needs. 
 

Our world is longing to see people whose God is big and holy and 

frightening and gentle and tender and ours; a God whose love frightens 

us into His strong and powerful arms where He longs to whisper those 

terrifying words, “I love you.” 





In the Book of Proverbs, there are 15 specific 

passages dealing with the Fear of the Lord. 

Obviously, King David taught his son, Solomon, 

the importance and value of this vital truth. 

 

The result: King Solomon included many 

admonitions regarding the Fear of the Lord in 

his collection of Wisdom called Proverbs. 



In the reverent and worshipful  

fear of the Lord there is strong 

confidence, and His children shall 

always have a place of refuge. 

Reverent and worshipful fear of 

the Lord is a fountain of life, that 

one may avoid the snares of death. 

 
PROVERBS 14:26-27 (AMPLIFIED) 



THE FEAR OF THE LORD 
Today the word “FEAR” is almost always viewed in a negative 

light. 

FEAR is typically associated with a negative experience like 

pending doom or punishment. 

The Hebrew word for fear is YARE  or YIRAH:  to stand in awe, 

fear; to recognize the power and position of a person revered 

and to render proper respect. {Proverbs 1:7—to understand 

who the Lord is and to develop a reverential fear of Him.} 
[from Nelson’s Expository Dictionary]  



THE FEAR OF THE LORD 
The Greek word for fear—Phobos (noun) and Phobeo (verb) 

—means flight or that which may cause flight [from 

Nelson’s Expository Dictionary]  

This word can also mean having a reverential fear of the Lord, 

as a controlling motive of life in spiritual and moral matters, 

not merely a “fear” of His power to punish for doing something 

wrong, but a heartfelt reluctance of displeasing God, which 

influences one’s actions and attitudes.  

In a nutshell: Not wanting to let God down. 



THE FEAR OF THE LORD 
Fearing the Lord means respecting Him, obeying Him, 

submitting to His discipline and worshipping Him in awe. 

Eugene Peterson: “ The fear of the Lord is a fear that pulls 
us out of our preoccupation with ourselves, our feelings, 
or our circumstances into a world of wonder.” 

Not dread but astonishment; not terror but reverence;   

not a “shaking-in-your-boots” panic, but an enraptured-

with-love fascination and devotion. 



THE FEAR OF THE LORD—BENEFITS 
We are deeply rooted in our relationship as sons and daughters 

of Abba Father (Romans 8:15) 

We are rooted in God’s perfect love (I John 4:18) 

The Fear of the Lord is rooted in our awe of Him (Psalm 19:1) 

The Fear of the Lord is rooted in our unity/oneness with Him 

(John 17:22) 

The Fear of the Lord is rooted in our profoundest appreciation 

and thankfulness to Him (Psalm 136:1) 



IMPACT OF THE FEAR OF THE LORD 
Come, you children, listen to me; I will 

teach you the fear of the LORD. Who is 

the man who desires life, and loves 

many days, that he may see good? Keep 

your tongue from evil, and your lips 

from speaking deceit. Depart from evil 

and do good; Seek peace and pursue it. 

PSALM 39:11-14 (NKJV) 



 

 

 
“We can become like Christ by doing one thing—by following 

him in the overall style of life he chose for himself. ...We can, 

through faith and grace, become like Christ by practicing the 

types of activities he engaged in, by arranging our whole lives 

around the activities he himself practiced in order to remain 

constantly at home in the fellowship of his Father.”  
 

DALLAS WILLARD 



 

 

 
“Our mistake is to think that following Jesus consists in loving 

our enemies, going the ‘second mile,’ turning the other cheek, 

suffering patiently and hopefully—while living the rest of our 
lives just as everyone around us does.  If we wish to follow 

Christ—and to walk in the easy yoke with him—we will have 

to accept his overall way of life as our way of life totally.”  
 

DALLAS WILLARD 





“And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid 

of those who kill the body, and after that have 

no more that they can do.  But I will show you 

whom you should fear: Fear Him who, after  

He has killed, has power to cast into hell;   

yes, I say to you, fear Him!” 
 

LUKE 12:4-5 (NKJV) 



Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully 

upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;   

as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts,  as in your 

ignorance; but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your 

conduct, because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.” And if you call on the 

Father, who without partiality judges according to each one’s work, conduct 

yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear; knowing that you 

were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your 

aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious 

blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.  He indeed was 

foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last 

times for you  who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead 

and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 

I PETER 1:13-21 (NKJV) 



Therefore we make it our aim, whether present 

or absent, to be well pleasing to Him.  
 For we 

must all appear before the judgment seat of 

Christ, that each one may receive the things 

done in the body, according to what he has 

done, whether good or bad.  Knowing, therefore, 

the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; … 
 

II CORINTHIANS 5:9-11a (NKJV) 



For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the 

truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful 

expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the 

adversaries.  Anyone who has rejected Moses’ law dies without mercy 

on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 
 Of how much worse 

punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has 

trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the   

covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted  

the Spirit of grace? 
 For we know Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine,   

I will repay,” says the Lord.  And again, “The LORD will judge His 

people.”  It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 
 

HEBREWS 10:26-31 (NKJV) 




