
PART 2 



What Difference 

Does It Make? 

DOCTRINE 



For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but 
having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit 

their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth 
and wander off into myths. 

II TIMOTHY 4:3-4 (ESV) 



The purpose of my instruction is that all believers would be filled with love 
that comes from a pure heart, a clear conscience, and genuine faith. 

I TIMOTHY 1:5 (NLT) 





HEBREW: “TRUE” 

or a derivative 

appears 127 times 

GREEK: “TRUE”    

or a derivative 

appears 172 times 



…I write so that you may know how you 

ought to conduct yourself in the house of 

God, which is the church of the living God, 

the pillar and ground of the truth. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

I TIMOTHY 3:15 (NKJV) 



I know that after I am gone, ferocious wolves will get in among you, not 
sparing the flock; Even from among your own selves men will come to 
the front who, by saying perverse (distorted and corrupt) things, will 
endeavor to draw away the disciples after them [to their own party]. 

Therefore be always alert and on your guard, being mindful that for three 
years I never stopped night or day seriously to admonish and advise 

and exhort you one by one with tears.   And now [brethren], I commit you 
to God [I deposit you in His charge, entrusting you to His protection and 
care]. And I commend you to the Word of His grace [to the commands 
and counsels and promises of His unmerited favor].  It is able to build 
you up and to give you [your rightful] inheritance among all God’s set-

apart ones (those consecrated, purified, and transformed of soul).  
 

ACTS 20:29-32 (AMPLIFIED) 



Even so, every healthy (sound) tree bears 
good fruit [worthy of admiration], but the 
sickly (decaying, worthless) tree bears  

Beware of false prophets, who come to 
you dressed as sheep, but inside they are 
devouring wolves.  You will fully recognize 

them by their fruits.  Do people pick 
grapes from thorns, or figs from thistles?  

bad (worthless) fruit, nor can a bad (diseased) tree bear excellent fruit  
[worthy of admiration].  Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down  

and cast into the fire.  Therefore, you will fully know them by their fruits. 

MATTHEW 7:15-20 (AMPLIFIED) 



“Discernment is not knowing the difference 
between right and wrong.  It is knowing the 
difference between right and almost right.”  

CHARLES H. SPURGEON 





OBJECTIVE TRUTH: To say a statement is “objectively true”  means that it is true for 

people of all cultures, times, etc., even if they do not know or recognize it to be true.  

Examples: 

“People need water and air to live.” 
“Water freezes once it is chilled to a certain temperature.”  
 

SUBJECTIVE TRUTH: To say that something is “subjectively true”  means that it is 

true for the person(s) making the judgment, even though it may not be true for others.  

Examples: 

“It is freezing cold in here!”  (Others might be sweating!) 

“I am so happy!”  (Others might be miserable!) 

 

Christianity has historically recognized that religious/moral truth belongs to the first 

category: it is OBJECTIVE, not subjective.  In other words, it is the same for all human 

beings living in every century, any culture, regardless of circumstances.   









“ Remember then from what 
heights you have fallen. Repent 
(change the inner man to meet 
God’s will) and do the works 
you did previously [when first 
you knew the Lord], or else     
I will visit you and remove 
your lampstand from its   
place, unless you change    
your mind and repent.” 

 

REVELATION 2:5 (AMPLIFIED) 
EPHESUS, PERGAMOS, THYATIRA, 

SARDIS, LAODICEA: “REPENT!” 





PERVERSIONS  OF  THE  GRACE  OF  GOD 



Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the 

salvation we share, I felt compelled to write and urge you to 

contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to God’s holy 

people.  For certain individuals whose condemnation was written 

about long ago have secretly slipped in among you.  They are 

ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into a license 

for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord. 
 

JUDE 3-4  (NIV) 



What shall we say [to all this]?  Are we to remain in sin in order 

that God’s grace (favor and mercy) may multiply and  overflow? 

Certainly not!  How can we who died to sin live in it any longer? 

 

What then [are we to conclude]?  Shall we sin because we live 

not under Law but under God’s favor and mercy?  Certainly not! 
 

 
 

ROMANS 6:1-2, 15 (NIV) 



“When I speak of a person growing in grace, I mean simply this—that 
their sense of sin is becoming deeper, their faith stronger, their hope 

brighter, their love more extensive, and their spiritual mindedness 
more marked.  Of all sights in the Church of Christ, I know none more 
painful …than a Christian contented and satisfied with a little grace, a 
little repentance, a little faith, a little knowledge, a little charity, and a 

little holiness. …If you have any desires after usefulness—if you have 
any wishes to promote your Lord’s glory—if you have any longings 

after much inward peace—be not content with a little religion.” 
 

BISHOP J. C. RYLE 



“Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness 
without requiring repentance, baptism without 

church discipline, Communion without confession.  
 

…Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace 
without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ,  

living and incarnate.” 
 

DIETRICH  BONHOEFFER 



 
 
 

 
“ If I am going to know who Jesus is, I must obey Him. 
The majority of us don’t know Jesus because we have 

not the remotest intention of obeying Him.” 
 

OSWALD  CHAMBERS 





“Grace doesn’t overlook sin, 
it empowers obedience.” 

 

BILL JOHNSON 

“Grace justifies sinners. 
Grace doesn’t justify sin.” 

 

JOYCE MEYER 



…yet not I, but Christ. (Galatians 2:20) 





Confusing Means & Ends 

MEANS ENDS 



Confusing Means & Ends 

= MEANS 

= ENDS 



MEANS 
 

VEHICLE 
 

MONEY 
 

SEXUALITY 
 

FREEDOM 
 

CAREER 
 

HOBBY 
 

FAITH/GRACE 

ENDS 
 

DESTINATION 
 

FINANCIAL OPPORTUNITY 
 

INTIMACY/OFFSPRING 
 

INDEPENDENCE 
 

ACHIEVEMENT/SECURITY 
 

PLEASURE/RELAXATION 
 

CHRIST-LIKENESS 

CONFUSING MEANS & ENDS 



THE LAW WAS THE MEANS TO AN END: 

GRACE IS THE MEANS TO AN END: 

CONDEMNATION / FRUSTRATION 

REGENERATION / CHRIST-LIKENESS 



LAW AND GRACE 
LAW GRACE 


