
PART 1 





What Difference 

Does It Make? 

DOCTRINE 



But the [Holy] Spirit distinctly and expressly declares that 
in latter times some will turn away from the faith, giving 
attention to deluding and seducing spirits and doctrines 

that demons teach,  
 

I TIMOTHY 4:2 (AMPLIFIED) 
 

You’re going to find that there will be times when people 
will have no stomach for solid teaching, but will fill up on 

spiritual junk food—catchy opinions that tickle their 
fancy.  They’ll turn their backs on truth and chase mirages.   

 

II TIMOTHY 4:3-4 (THE MESSAGE) 



For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but 
having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit 

their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth 
and wander off into myths. 

II TIMOTHY 4:3-4 (ESV) 



ACTS 2:42a 





Don’t suppress the Spirit, and don’t 
stifle those who have a word from the 
Master.  On the other hand, don’t be    
     gullible. Check out everything, and  
                keep only what’s good.  

Throw out anything tainted 
with evil. 

I THESSALONIANS 5:19-22 

(THE MESSAGE) 





and no wonder—for even the Adversary doth 
transform himself into a messenger of light; 

 

II CORINTHIANS 11:14 (Young’s Literal Translation)  





“One cannot explain the explosive dynamite—the dunamis—of the early 
church apart from the fact that they practiced two things simultaneously: 

orthodoxy of doctrine and orthodoxy of community in the midst of the 
visible church, a community which the world can see.  By the grace of  

God, therefore, the church must be known simultaneously for its purity    
of doctrine and the reality of its community.” 

FRANCIS SCHAEFFER 
The Church Before the 

Watching World 





The purpose of my instruction is that all believers would be filled with love 
that comes from a pure heart, a clear conscience, and genuine faith. 

I TIMOTHY 1:5 (NLT) 





HEBREW: “TRUE” 

or a derivative 

appears 127 times 

GREEK: “TRUE”    

or a derivative 

appears 172 times 



…I write so that you may know how you 

ought to conduct yourself in the house of 

God, which is the church of the living God, 

the pillar and ground of the truth. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

I TIMOTHY 3:15 (NKJV) 





I know that after I am gone, ferocious wolves will get in among you, not 
sparing the flock; Even from among your own selves men will come to 
the front who, by saying perverse (distorted and corrupt) things, will 
endeavor to draw away the disciples after them [to their own party]. 

Therefore be always alert and on your guard, being mindful that for three 
years I never stopped night or day seriously to admonish and advise 

and exhort you one by one with tears.   And now [brethren], I commit you 
to God [I deposit you in His charge, entrusting you to His protection and 
care]. And I commend you to the Word of His grace [to the commands 
and counsels and promises of His unmerited favor].  It is able to build 
you up and to give you [your rightful] inheritance among all God’s set-

apart ones (those consecrated, purified, and transformed of soul).  
 

ACTS 20:29-32 (AMPLIFIED) 



Even so, every healthy (sound) tree bears 
good fruit [worthy of admiration], but the 
sickly (decaying, worthless) tree bears  

Beware of false prophets, who come to 
you dressed as sheep, but inside they are 
devouring wolves.  You will fully recognize 

them by their fruits.  Do people pick 
grapes from thorns, or figs from thistles?  

bad (worthless) fruit, nor can a bad (diseased) tree bear excellent fruit  
[worthy of admiration].  Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down  

and cast into the fire.  Therefore, you will fully know them by their fruits. 

MATTHEW 7:15-20 (AMPLIFIED) 



“Discernment is not knowing the difference 
between right and wrong.  It is knowing the 
difference between right and almost right.”  

CHARLES H. SPURGEON 





OBJECTIVE TRUTH: To say a statement is “objectively true”  means that it is true for 

people of all cultures, times, etc., even if they do not know or recognize it to be true.  

Examples: 

“People need water and air to live.” 
“Water freezes once it is chilled to a certain temperature.”  
 

SUBJECTIVE TRUTH: To say that something is “subjectively true”  means that it is 

true for the person(s) making the judgment, even though it may not be true for others.  

Examples: 

“It is freezing cold in here!”  (Others might be sweating!) 

“I am so happy!”  (Others might be miserable!) 

 

Christianity has historically recognized that religious/moral truth belongs to the first 

category: it is OBJECTIVE, not subjective.  In other words, it is the same for all human 

beings living in every century, any culture, regardless of circumstances.   
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