


“HOUSTON, 

WE 

HAVE 

A 

PROBLEM!” 



“The church of today faces three basic problems. The first 

is the eternal childhood of the believer. The second is 

misplacement of the believer. The third is lack of unity. 

This was evident when I surveyed our church. Although  

we were adding people to the membership roll, they were 

remaining children—babies who had to be taught the 

same things years after year. The hymns we sang, and the 

prayers we prayed told us that we were only children. … 
 

 
JUAN CARLOS ORTIZ: “Call To Discipleship”, 

LOGOS International 1975 



“…Not only were we content to use the same hymns and 

prayers for 40 years, they were always the same subject: 

asking!   People who use the same old hymns and pray the 

same old prayers, keep the same old church structure, and 

need the same old messages aren’t growing, period!  They 

are eternal children.   Childishness shows up in our prayers: 

‘ME-ME-ME.’  A child asks for gifts more than fruit. 

A maturing believer—a son—seeks the fruit of the 

Spirit, because he recognizes its enduring worth.” 
 

JUAN CARLOS ORTIZ: “Call To Discipleship”, 

LOGOS International 1975 



The Greek word “huios” means, “a mature son.” The adoption of 

sons refers to a Jewish ceremony called, “placing as sons.” At 

maturity, a son was to be given charge over much of his father’s 

business and responsibilities. A “huios” is so filled with his father’s 

spirit, so careful of his father’s interests and reputation, and so 

driven for his father’s honor that he can be completely trusted to do 

business in behalf of his father. A child under his schoolmaster   

(The Law) endeavors to relate to God through external traditions   

or creeds. He minds “earthly things”  (Philippians 3:19). … 

ADOPTION AS SONS 



His approach to God is motivated primarily by fear.  Religion has 

deceived him.  All the while, the child senses an inward calling— 

a deep desire to “become.” He secretly aspires to rise above the 

external—a flesh-based approach to spiritual things. 

 

He cries aloud with Paul, “that I may know Him and the power of  
His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being 
conformed to His death, if, by any means, I may attain to the 

resurrection from the dead”  (Philippians 3:10-11). 

ADOPTION AS SONS 



A 1st century child was guided through the external medium of guardians/ 

stewards.  A guardian (epitropos) was responsible for the care and training of 

children.  A governor (oikonomos) was a “schoolmaster.”  He was a “child 

leader”, who followed the child everywhere.  Among Greeks and Romans, a 

governor was a trustworthy slave charged with guarding/correcting the life and 

morals of a boy.  A child couldn’t leave the house without the “child leader”! 



MATURING INTO 

SONSHIP 

“I write to you, dear children, because your sins 

have been forgiven on account of His name.” (vs. 12) 
 

A  STAIN  REMOVED… 

A  DEBT  CANCELLED… 

A  RELATIONSHIP  RESTORED! 

STAGE 1: FORGIVENESS 



“I write to you…fathers…young men…dear 

children...”(vs. 13) 
 

TO ACTIVELY WAR AGAINST THE ENEMY OF YOUR SOUL; 

TO CHOOSE WISELY, UNDERSTANDING THE LAW OF 

SOWING AND REAPING! 

STAGE 2: OVERCOMING 

MATURING INTO 

SONSHIP 



“I write to you, fathers, because you have known 

him who is from the beginning, I write to you, 

young men…” (vs. 14) 

FELLOWSHIP WITH THE FATHER; INHERIT FAMILY 

BUSINESS; ABLE TO REPRODUCE AFTER FAMILY 

LIKENESS! 

STAGE 3: SONSHIP 

MATURING INTO 

SONSHIP 



“Most Christians never 

progress beyond their 

initial revelation of  

Jesus Christ.” 



A PERPETUAL KINGDOM 

PRINCIPLE… 

IS 



JESUS   

“Savior” 

CHRIST  

“Anointed” 

THE LORD  

“King of Kings” 

JESUS —AT 

BIRTH            

A Babe 

JESUS —IN 

TEMPLE           

A Youth (12 yr.-old) 

JESUS —AT 

JORDAN          

A Mature Son (30) 

The Feast of 
PASSOVER  
LAMB SLAIN    

FLESH EATEN 

The Feast of 
PENTECOST 

FIRSTFRUITS 

EARNEST  

The Feast of 

TABERNACLES 
DAY of ATONEMENT  

INGATHERING 

OUT OF  

EGYPT 
 

DELIVERANCE 

THROUGH THE 

WILDERNESS  
 

TESTING/TRAINING 

PROMISED 

LAND 
 

INHERITANCE 



30     

FOLD 

60     

FOLD 

100     

FOLD 

OUTER GATE           
Leads to Brazen Altar 

Place of Forgiveness 

Shedding of Blood 

TAB. DOOR          
Leads into Sanctuary 

Place of Ministry    

Oil—Light—Bread 

INNER VEIL          
Access Holiest Place 

Fullness of Presence 

Law—Life—Manna— 

Baptized in          
RED SEA                      

Escape From Egypt 

Delivered from Death 

Baptized in 
CLOUD        

Divine Leadership 

Rain / Shade / Comfort 

Baptized in 

JORDAN    
Entered Into Canaan 

Engaged  In Conflict 

SALVATION 
Repentance 

Regeneration           

Forgiveness 

FILLED WITH 

HOLY SPIRIT 
 

Earnest of Inheritance 

ADOPTION      

Full Inheritance 

Fullness of Spirit 



“But as many as received him, to them gave he 

power to become the SONS of God, even to them 

that believe on his name:” (JOHN 1:12) 

“Teknon”: a little child, evidenced by outward     

or physical activities. 

“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they 

are the SONS of God.” (ROMANS 8:14) 

“Huios”: a mature son; the quality and essence   

of one so resembling another that distinctions 

between the two cannot be discerned.                         

I John 3:1-2     Revelation 21:7     II Samuel 7:14     Matthew 5:9,45 



TRUE SONS CAN BE 

CHASTENED 

ILLEGITIMATE “SONS” 

REFUSE CORRECTION 

HEBREWS 12 

DISTINCTION BETWEEN TRUE SONS 
AND ILLEGITIMATE “SONS” 



DISCIPLINE, TEST/TRIAL, OR TEMPTATION? 

Is This:     DISCIPLINE?           TEST or TRIAL?      TEMPTATION? 

From     The Lord           God/World/Satan      The Devil 

Result of    Disobedience           Following God      Pride/Exposure 

How to Discern    Fits the Crime           Proves Faith      Leads Astray 

Right Response    REPENT!           PERSEVERE!      RESIST! 

Do Not     Take Lightly           Shrink Back      Fall Into 

God is Saying    You’re My Son           My Name is in You      The Flesh is Weak 

Ends With    Fear/Holiness           Death/Glory      Sin or Victory 



And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as 

sons: “My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose 

heart when he rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and 

he punishes everyone he accepts as a son.”  Endure hardship as 

discipline; God is treating you as sons.  For what son is not disciplined by his 

father?  If you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then 

you are illegitimate children and not true sons.  Moreover, we have all had 

human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it.  How much 

more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live!  Our fathers 

disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us  

for our good, that we may share in his holiness.  No discipline seems    

pleasant at the time, but painful.  Later on, however, it produces a harvest      

of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. 

HEBREWS 12:5-11 (NIV) 



“Blessed is the man whom God corrects; so do not despise the discipline 

of the Almighty.  For he wounds, but he also binds up; he injures, but his 

hands also heal.” 

JOB 5:17-18 (NIV)  
 

But when God does judge us, he disciplines us as his own sons, that we 

may not be involved in the general condemnation of the world.  

I CORINTHIANS 11:32 (Phillips)  
 

Blows and wounds cleanse away evil, and beatings 

purge the innermost being. 

PROVERBS 20:30 (NIV)  
 

“Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and  repent.” 

REVELATION 3:19 (NIV)  



“We have the idea that we ought to shield ourselves 

from some of the things God brings round about us. 

Never! God engineers circumstances and whatever 

they may be like we have to see that we face them 

while abiding continually with Him...They are... 

temptations to the life of the Son of God in us. The 

honor of Jesus Christ is at stake in your bodily life.” 

OSWALD CHAMBERS 


